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Councilman McCann;
The books were cooked

NOT POSSIBLE, SAYS
FORMER CITY MGR.

By Tawny Maya McCray

STAFF WRITER

In an interview that ran last
week, Chula Vista City Council-
man John McCann told a colum-
nist for voiceofsandiego he be-
lieved the city’s budget problems

were the result of someone at

City Hall “cooking the books.”

“I don't know how I can elo-
quently say this but, off the
record. the former city manager
was cooking the books."McCann
told voice columnist and editor
Scott Lewis.

Lewis wrote in his column that
when he informed McCann that
he hadn’t agreed to go off the
record and was quoting him, Mc-
Cann said he had to getto a
meeting and hung up the phone.

“It’s not true, number one,” said
Dave Rowlands. former city man-

ager of Chula Vista, who an-
swered the question on the
chance that McCann was refer-
ring to him. “People who know
me and people who know Mc-
Cann know the truth. It's really
simple. His allegations are total- ‘ S

ly false.”
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And the truth is, according to
Rowlands?
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“Nobody can 'cook the books,”
he said. “You have an independ-
ent audit and a finance director
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and other budget staff involved
in the process.”

According to investopedia.
com, the term cook the books is
“ a buzzword describing fraud-
ulent activities performed by
corporations in order to falsify
their financial statements, Typ-
ically, cooking the books in-
volves augmenting financial
data to yield previously non-ex-
istent earnings.”

“I never had anybody in my
office falsify any numbers,”
Rowlands said. “Nobody on my
staff put in any funny figures. I
never dictated to put in another
however million dollars in sales
tax to balance the budget.”

Rowlands said he was in-
volved in two budget cycles for
the city, the last one being for
fiscal year 2005-2006. He said
he gave recommendations for
the 2006-2007 budget but by
the time it was passed he was
gone.

Rowlands said he’s dealing
with the statement by sticking
to the advice his mom always
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In an interview with vaiceofsandiego,
Chula Vista Councilman John
McCann claimed that a former city
manager “cooked the hooks.” Though
he was not named directly by McCann.
former city manager Dave Rowlands
said it's impossible for any sort of
accounting chicanery to occur.

gave to him.

“Consider the source and then
justignoreit,” he said. “McCann
has mistaken facts a couple of
times.”

McCann did not return phone
calls seeking comment.
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expulsion.

“If you haven’t noticed four
guys are no longer with us be-
cause they made a bad decision,”
Thompson said to the boys.

“Everybody who's here has an-

opportunity and if you make
good choices you'll be rewarded
for them.”

He added. “You don’t know how
many people I've spoken with
who have gotten locked up and
said ‘I wish I would've just lis-
tened””

Gonzales told them to “remem-
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Taylor Keene of St. Rose of Lisa School in Chula Vista was re
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won an essay contest hosted by Sara Lee: Taylor's winning ess
~of “High School Musical.” He will come to the school'and serve
a$5,000 grant to help with school improvements.

ber the three p's- patience, passion
and persistence. If you write it
down you can accomplish it no
matter whatitis”

He said when he was first be-
ginning his career he was toid he
wouldn't amount to much.

“I asked why and the person
said because you have a spanish
accent,” he said. “I said ‘well I'm

from Mexico.”

Gonzales spent 26 y
San Diego police depz
fore becoming chief ¢
National City three
years ago and he sai
thing he did once he
was hirean africanan
league to a high rar
tion.
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evision studio on wheels.
“Many of our students work in
the KMMI television studio, but

this experience shows them the
latest equipment and what can

e done on a deadline,” said KM-
MI coordinator Kathleen Obrist.
“We want to expose students to
as many work-based learning op-
portunities as possible,” Obrist
said.
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“LOVE TO GIVE
YOU TRAINING”

or call 619-934-8526

Hablo Espariiol
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“This was such a unique learn-
ing experience, and it was so
timely because of next year's
presidential elections.”

Throughout their presenta-
tion, C-SPAN reporters showed
students the differences in me-
dia coverage between network
news and the government cable
channel. Subtle differences.
such as the size of the picture
of the person talking and
whether there were headlines

scrolling across the
the screen, can mak
ference in how viewt
sciously absorb news
SPAN reporters said
KMMI students cr
own broadcast of tt
experience.
Students from !
High were also instr
showing local edu
benefits of their ma:
program. Mar Visia
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